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IRAQ

Body identified
as U.S. soldier
Relatives of one of three soldiers missing in
Iraq say the body recovered from the
Euphrates River south of Baghdad on
Wednesday is that of Pfc. Joseph Anzack Jr.
of Torrance, Calif. Page 11A

ENTERTAINMENT

Teen voted youngest
‘American Idol’ winner

Jordin Sparks, 17,
prevails over Blake
Lewis in a battle of
substance versus
style. A record 74
million votes were
cast in the sixth
season finale that

included performances by past ‘Idol’
winners and music stars such as Gwen
Stefani, Green Day and Bette Midler.
Page 2A

GARDEN SPOT

Country living offers
broad space to grow
A Lawrence couple abandoned city living
eight years ago and moved to a 5-acre
property that now includes an expansive
floral canvas. Page 1D

Wet start

Today’s forecast, page 8B
High: 70 Low: 47

JOURNAL-WORLD
L A W R E N C E

®

wwwwww..lljjwwoorrlldd..ccoomm5500 CCEENNTTSS
THURSDAY • MAY 24 • 2007

INDEX

QUOTABLE

6 63718 00001 6 

 Preview only 

Arts & Entertainment 1D-2D
Business 12C
Classified 3D-8D
Comics 4B
Deaths 2B
Events listings 2B, 2C, 1D
Garden 1D
Horoscope 5B
Movies 11A
Opinion 6B
Puzzles 5B
Sports 1C-11C
Stocks 12C
Television 2A, 2C
Vol.149/No.144 118 pages

COMING FRIDAY

He is the suspect of the
plot in London, but he is also
the witness of the plot in
Moscow, and that is more
dangerous.”

— Russian billionaire Boris Berezovsky, on
his former bodyguard Andrei Lugovoi, who
is a suspect in the poisoning death of for-
mer spy Alexander Litvinenko. Berezovsky
says he believes Lugovoi will be killed to
silence what he may know about the killing.
Page 10A

“

The Web site YouTube showcases
the best, worst and quirkiest of
musical obscurities. In Pulse

Energy smart: The
Journal-World makes
the most of renew-
able resources.

www.zephyrenergy.org

By Eric Weslander
eweslander@ljworld.com

uidance counselor Harold
Nelson spends his days
trying to help young peo-
ple feel better about

themselves.
His office at Quail Run School is

decorated with inspirational say-
ings such as, “Happiness is not a
reward. It is a consequence,” and a
poster of the cartoon cat Garfield
that says, “Be Yourself! You’re too
special to be anyone else.”

By noon on this day, the 62-year-
old Kansas City, Kan., native
already has given the morning

announcements, met with a team
including Principal Paulette
Strong, taught sixth-graders about
using combination locks and met
with a group of first-graders to
help build their social skills.

He’s now concerned about a
fourth-grade student who broke
down and started crying in the
boys’ restroom during the morning.
Nelson was called to the classroom
to take the boy for a walk around
the school, and he’ll visit the class
again to check on him before the
day ends.

Normally at noon, Nelson is eat-
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HAROLD NELSON, a counselor at Quail Run School, helps Alex Tomaszewski with an assignment while his class is at recess.

Nick Krug/Journal-World Photo

City at its
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SHEA
CLEMONS,
LAWRENCE,
gives corn-
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Donnell
Caro,
Lawrence,
late in the
afternoon.
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So much to do, so little time
School counselor balances work, household chores

PEAK

Please see CITY’S, page 6A

By Scott Rothschild
srothschild@ljworld.com

TTOOPPEEKKAA — Attorney General Paul
Morrison on Wednesday promot-
ed Bob Blecha, of Lawrence, to
lead the Kansas Bureau of Investi-
gation.

Blecha, an assistant director
with the KBI, has been in law
enforcement his entire career,
starting as a sheriff in the 1960s.

Blecha “epitomizes what a real
Kansas lawman is,” Morrison said.

Blecha got the $100,000 per year
job over 20 applicants to replace
KBI Director Larry Welch, also a
Lawrence resident, who is retiring
after leading the agency since 1994.

Morrison
said Blecha will
beef up investi-
gations of sexu-
al predators and
fraud, especial-
ly on the Inter-
net, as well as
methampheta-
mine use and
production.

Both Morrison and Blecha
emphasized that a main job of the
KBI is to help local law enforce-
ment with investigations and crim-
inal laboratory services.

“We have a unique opportunity
to improve the way Kansas assists
law enforcement by creating inno-
vative programs to crack down on
Internet crime,” Blecha said. He
said he hoped soon to add agents
to a cybercrimes task force.

Blecha will take over an agency
that last fiscal year had about 310
employees and a $24.7 million
budget.

He is a Vietnam veteran who
returned to his hometown of
Belleville in 1967 and was elected
Republic County sheriff — the
youngest sheriff in the nation at 23,
according to Morrison’s office.

In 1979, Blecha joined the KBI
working out of Hays. In 1994, he
was transferred to the Topeka
office where he worked his way up.

Blecha said he is a registered
Republican. Morrison is a Democ-
rat.

When asked about Blecha’s age,
64, Morrison quipped, “We still
think he has some curl in his tail.”

— Staff writer Scott Rothschild can be reached at
(785) 354-4222.

KBI
leader
named

By George Diepenbrock
gdiepenbrock@ljworld.com

The water levels have subsided
at area lakes just in time for the tra-
ditionally busy Memorial Day
weekend.

“We’re going to be in pretty good
shape,” said Dave Rhoades, park
manager at Clinton Lake, which is
just west of Lawrence.

Heavy rains earlier this month

put the lake at its second highest
level: 12.4 feet above normal. And
just a few days ago, Clinton Lake
was still about 8 feet higher than
normal for this time of year,
Rhoades said. 

Only part of Bloomington Park
swimming beach is expected to be
open this weekend, but camp-
grounds and boat ramps will be
ready.

Rhoades expects between
40,000 and 50,000 visitors this
weekend if the weather cooperates.

6News meteorologist Jennifer

Schack has rain in the forecast for
this morning and during the week-
end, but doesn’t expect significant
totals.

Rhoades said additional rainfall
shouldn’t put campers at risk this
weekend.

“We could take some rain before
the lake is going to start rising,” he
said.

However, he and other park offi-
cials said boaters should watch for
debris.

“A lot of the debris is out of the

By Laurie Kellman
Associated Press Writer

WWAASSHHIINNGGTTOONN — A former Justice
Department official told House inves-
tigators Wednesday that Attorney
General Alberto Gonzales tried to
review his version of the prosecutor
firings with her at a time when law-
makers were homing in on conflicting
accounts. Gonzales has testified he
hasn’t spoken with witnesses.

“It made me a little uncomfortable,”
Monica Goodling, Gonzales’ former
White House liaison, said of her con-

versation with the
attorney general just
before she took a
leave of absence in
March. “I just did
not know if it was
appropriate for us to
both be discussing
our recollections of
what had hap-
pened.”

In a daylong appearance before the
Democratic-led House Judiciary Com-
mittee, Goodling, 33, also acknowl-
edged crossing a legal line herself by

considering the party affiliations of
candidates for career prosecutor jobs
— a violation of law.

And she said that Gonzales’ No. 2,
Deputy Attorney General Paul McNul-
ty, knew more than he let on when he
did not disclose to Congress the extent
of White House involvement in decid-
ing which prosecutors to fire. McNul-
ty strongly denied that he withheld
information, saying Goodling did not
fully brief him about the White House’s
involvement.

Goodling’s dramatic story about her
final conversation with Gonzales

brought questions from panel members
about whether he had tried to align her
story with his and whether he was truth-
ful in his own congressional testimony.

Gonzales told the Senate Judiciary
Committee last month that he didn’t
know the answers to some questions
about the firings because he was steer-
ing clear of aides — such as Goodling
— who were likely to be questioned.

Former Gonzales aide: A.G. made me ‘uncomfortable’

Area lakes prepare for holiday

Blecha

ONLINE: See the 6News video
report and more about the KBI
director at www.ljworld.com

ONLINE: See the 6News video
report and more about Clinton
Lake at www.ljworld.com

Goodling

lU.S. Attorney Todd Graves of
Kansas City, Mo., was under
investigation when ousted. 
Page 4A.

Please see LAKES, page 4A
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PREPARATIONS FOR MEMORIAL DAY were under
way Tuesday at Clinton Lake, as Chris and Robin
Breit and their whippet, Ginny, were setting up
their campsite as they do every year. 

                             



ing lunch with students,
where he says he gets
his best information
about what’s happening
in their lives. But on this
day, he’s scheduled to give
a presentation to Deb Pen-
tecost’s fifth-grade class
about interpreting media
messages related to drugs
and alcohol.

Walking down the halls
from his office to Pente-
cost’s class, he stops to
high-five nearly everyone
he passes.

“Alex, how you feeling? You
all right?” he asks one student.
High-five.

“How you doing? All right,
give it up!” he says to another
student. High-five.

After his presentation to
Pentecost’s class, Nelson is
back in his office, having a
leftover fish sandwich,
steamed vegetables, and a
snack cake packed by his wife,
Vivian. He knows that when
he gets home, he’ll have to
mow the lawn and clip the
hedges — in part because he
has company coming to town,
but also because keeping a
neat lawn is a matter of neigh-
borhood pride. He’ll also have
to deal with a tenant who
refuses to move out of a four-
unit apartment building he
owns on West 25th Street.

He hopes to have time to
ride his bicycle to Free State
High School to watch the sons
of his co-worker Millie Emer-
son play baseball, then head to
a retirement party for Quail
Run principal Strong and
fourth-grade teacher Linda
Williams.

As the school day ends, Nel-
son directs traffic in front of
the school. He high-fives
almost everyone who passes
and shouts “Crosswalk!” to a
parent who tries to walk
across the school’s drive
improperly.

After the traffic dies down,
he makes the short drive to his
home and stops in his garage
to take off his shoes.

“It’s a way of reminding
ourselves that God has blessed
us. That’s what that’s all
about,” he says.

He changes out of his shirt
and tie into what he calls his
“work work” clothes — grass-
stained sweatpants and a Jay-
hawk sweatshirt —and starts
his lawnmower. Soon, his wife,
home from her job as manager
of Vermont Towers, has joined
him in the yard.

“With the neighbors, if any-
body hears a lawnmower start
up, everybody comes running
out,” Vivian Nelson said. “The
ones that have mowed, they’re
breathing a sigh of relief.
Those that haven’t, we’ve got
to come out here and get on
the bandwagon.”

lll
No rain today, despite a 40

percent chance of thunder-
storms this afternoon. The
skies are clear and the weath-
er is getting sticky.

It’s good day for baseball.
Brad Stoll, Lawrence High’s

head baseball coach, is prepar-
ing his team for a game
against Free State at Hoglund
Ballpark. The Firebirds have
the better record and the
game will have no effect on
the standings. But there’s
always bragging rights.

Before heading to the ball-
park, Stoll stops at Lawrence
Memorial Hospital, where he
is told one of his students is
suffering from a stomach ail-
ment. He learns that the boy
was sent home. That’s a good
thing, Stoll notes.

It’s 5:30 p.m. and Lawrence
High is taking batting practice
down the left field line. The
Lions, who beat the Firebirds
the night before, are loose.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A
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lake, but that’s not saying every-
thing is out of there,” said Ken
Wade, the operations project
manager at Perry Lake, which is
northwest of Lawrence. “Take a
little bit of extra time, and be a lit-
tle more cautious out on the
water.”

Staff members were preparing
the camping areas at Perry Lake,
where 40,000 vehicles are expect-
ed to stop during the weekend.

Other hot spots include Lone
Star Lake in southwestern Douglas
County and Douglas County State
Fishing Lake, which is north of
Baldwin City.

By Wednesday morning, 19 of
the 64 campsites at Lone Star Lake
already were in use.

“It will be busy around here
I’m sure. It usually always is —
rain or shine,” said Charles
Nichols, park superintendent.

Douglas State Fishing Lake, north
of Baldwin City, will attract campers
and hikers, but it is still closed to fish-
ing — likely until Jan. 1, 2009. The
lake was restocked after a renova-
tion last fall, and it still needs a cou-
ple of growing seasons, said Richard
Sanders, a district fisheries biologist
with the Kansas Department of
Wildlife and Parks.

— Staff writer George Diepenbrock can be reached

at 832-7144.
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